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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims (deleted text being struck through and added text being 
underlined): 

1 1. (Currently Amended) A stabilized ladder system fef- comprising: 

2 a ladder assembly comprising a pair of rails and a plurality of rungs 

3 extending between the rails, each of the rails having an upper end and a 

4 lower end, each of the rails having a lower cavity extending into the lower 

5 end of the rail, each of the rungs having opposite ends and at least one of 

6 the rungs having an end cavity extending into each of the opposite ends of 

7 the rung through the rails; 

8 a ladder leveling assembly comprising a lower extension arm mounted 
9' on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of the lower extension arms 

10 being extendable from the lower end of one of the rails, each of the lower 

11 extension arms having an upper end slidably inserted into the lower cavity 

12 of the rail, each of the lower extension arms mounted thereon being 

13 extendable from the rail for engaging the ground surface; and 

14 a lower stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a lower portion of the 

15 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the lower stabilizer 

16 assembly comprising a pair of outboard foot assemblies with a position of 

17 each of the outboard foot assemblies being laterally adjustable with respect 

18 to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the pair of 

19 outboard foot assemblies is adjustablei 



20 wherein each of the outboard foot assemblies comprises: 

21 a lower outboard rail extending substa ntially parallel to the rails 

22 of the ladder assembly, the lower outboard rail having a lower end, a 

23 lower end cavity extending into the lo wer end of the lower outboard 

24 rail; 

25 an upper lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into 

26 one of the ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of 
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27 the upper lateral brace arm being mounted on the upper outboard rail, 

28 the inner end of the upper lateral brace arm bsing s lidably received in 

29 the rung for adjusting a lateral spacing between the upper outboard 

30 rail and one of the rails of the ladder a ssembly, the upper lateral brace 

31 arm having a plurality of apert ures formed therein for receiving a pin 

32 when the upper lateral brace arm is at more than one lateral gpacinft 

33 from one of the rails of the ladder as sembly: 

34 a lower lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one 

35 of the ends of the rungs of the ladder a ssembly, an outer end of the 

36 lower lateral brace arm beinp mounte d on the lower outboard rail, the 

37 inner end of the lower lateral b race arm being slidably received in the 

38 runs for adjusting a lateral spacing between th e lower outboard rail 

39 and one of the rails of the ladder assembl y, the lower lateral brace arm 

40 having a plurality of apertures formed therein for receiving a pin when 

41 the lower lateral brace arm is at more than on e lateral spacing from 

42 one of the rails of the ladder assembly; 

43 securing means for releasablv securing the po sition of at least 

44 one of the lateral brace arms with respect to a respe ctive one of the 

45 rungs of the ladder assemb ly: and 

46 an outboard extension leg having an upper end slidably inserted 

47 into the lower end cavity of the lower outboard rail, t he outboard 

48 extension leg being extendab le from the lower outboard rail for 

49 engaging the ground surface . 



2. (Cancelled) 
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1 3. (Previously presented) A stabilized ladder system comprising: 

2 a ladder assembly comprising a pair of rails and a plurality of rungs 

3 extending between the rails, each of the rails having an upper end and a 

4 lower end, each of the rails having a lower cavity extending into the lower 

5 end of the rail, each of the rungs having opposite ends and at least one of 

6 the rungs having an end cavity extending into each of the opposite ends of 

7 the rung through the rails; 

8 a ladder leveling assembly comprising a lower extension arm mounted 

9 on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of the lower extension arms 

10 being extendable from the lower end of one of the rails, each of the lower 

11 extension arms having an upper end slidably inserted into the lower cavity 

12 of the rail, each of the lower extension arms mounted thereon being 

13 extendable from the rail for engaging the ground surface; and 

14 a lower stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a lower portion of the 

15 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the lower stabilizer 

16 assembly comprising a pair of outboard foot assemblies with a position of 

17 each of the outboard foot assemblies being laterally adjustable with respect 

18 to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the pair of 

19 outboard foot assemblies is adjustable; 

20 a ladder extending assembly comprising an upper extension arm 

21 mounted on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of the upper 

22 extension arms being extendable from the upper end of one of the rails, each 

23 of the upper extension arms having a lower end slidably inserted into the 

24 end cavity of the rail, each of the upper extension arms being extendable 

25 from the rail for engaging a structure. 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[[!]]] 20. wherein each 

2 of the rails has an upper cavity extending into the upper end of the rail, and 

3 additionally comprising an upper stabilizer assembly for stabilizing an 

4 upper portion of the ladder assembly with respect to a structure, the upper 

5 stabilizer assembly comprising a pair of outboard support assemblies with a 

6 position of each of the outboard support assemblies being laterally 

7 adjustable with respect to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral 

8 spacing of the pair of outboard support assemblies is adjustable. 

1 5. (Previously presented) The system of claim 4 wherein each of the 

2 outboard support assemblies comprises: 

3 an upper outboard rail extending substantially parallel to the Tails of 

4 the ladder assembly, the upper outboard rail having an upper end, an upper 

5 end cavity extending into the upper end of the upper outboard rail; 

6 a lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of the ends 

7 of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the lateral brace arm 

8 being mounted on the outboard rail, the inner end of the lateral brace arm 

9 being slidabiy received in the rung for adjusting a lateral spacing between 

10 the upper outboard rail and one of the rails of the ladder assembly; 

11 securing means for releasably securing the position of the lateral 

12 brace arms with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the ladder 

13 assembly; 

14 an outboard extension arm having a lower end slidabiy inserted into 

15 the upper end cavity of the upper outboard rail, an upper end of the 

16 outboard extension arm having a contact member mounted thereon, the 

17 outboard extension arm and the contact member being extendable from the 

18 upper outboard rail for engaging the structure. 
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1 6. (Previously presented) A stabilized ladder system comprising: 

2 a ladder assembly comprising a pair of rails and a plurality of rungs 

3 extending between the rails, each of the rails having an upper end and a 

4 lower end, each of the rails having a lower cavity extending into the lower 

5 end of the rail, each of the rungs having opposite ends and at least one of 

6 the rungs having an end cavity extending into each of the opposite ends of 

7 the rung through the rails; 

8 a ladder leveling assembly comprising a lower extension arm mounted 

9 on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of the lower extension arms 

10 being extendable from the lower end of one of the rails, each of the lower 

11 extension arms having an upper end slidably inserted into the lower cavity 

12 of the rail, each of the lower extension arms mounted thereon being 

13 extendable from the rail for engaging the ground surface; and 

14 a lower stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a lower portion of the 

15 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the lower stabilizer 

16 assembly comprising a pair of outboard foot assemblies with a position of 

17 each of the outboard foot assemblies being laterally adjustable with respect 

18 to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the pair of 

19 outboard foot assemblies is adjustable; 

20 a medial stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a middle portion of the 

21 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the medial stabilizer 

22 assembly comprising a pair of outboard steadying assemblies with a position 

23 of each of the outboard steadying assemblies being laterally adjustable with 

24 respect to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the 

25 pair of outboard steadying assemblies is adjustable. 
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1 7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 6 wherein each of the 

2 outboard steadying assemblies comprises: 

3 a medial outboard rail extendable substantially parallel to the rails of 

4 the ladder assembly, the medial outboard rail having a lower end, a lower 

5 end cavity extending into the lower end of the medial outboard rail; 

6 a medial brace arm having an inner end extending into one of the ends 

7 of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the medial brace arm 

8 being mounted on the outboard rail, the inner end of the medial brace arm 

9 being slidably received in the rung for adjusting a lateral spacing between 

10 the medial outboard rail and one of the rails of the ladder assembly; 

11 securing means for releasably securing the position of the medial 

12 brace arm with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the ladder 

13 assembly; 

14 an outboard steadying arm having an upper end slidably inserted into 

15 the lower end cavity of the medial outboard rail, the outboard steadying arm 

16 being extendable from the medial outboard rail for engaging the ground 

17 surface, 

1 8, (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[[1]]] 20. wherein the 

2 ladder assembly comprises a scaffold structure with a pair of scaffold 

3 supports, each of the scaffold supports having the pair of rails and the 

4 plurality of rungs, the scaffold structure also including a platform for 

5 extending between the scaffold supports. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[[1]]J 20. wherein the 

2 ladder assembly comprises a plurality of ladder sections each having the 

3 pair of rails and the plurality of rungs, each of the plurality of ladder 

4 sections being pivotally mounted to at least one other ladder section. 
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1 10. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the plurality of ladder 

2 sections includes at least five ladder sections pivotally connected together 

3 to form a chain of ladder sections, the plurality of ladder sections having a 

4 first position in which the ladders sections form a step ladder configuration 

5 and a second position in which the ladder sections form a bridging ladder 

6 configuration. 



1 11, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein each of the 

2 outboard foot - assemblies comprises: 

3 a lower outboard rail extending substantially parallel to the rails 

4 of the ladder assembly, the lower outboard rail having a lower end, a 
. 5 lower e nd cavity ext e nding into the lower end of the lower outboard 

6 rail; 

7 an upper lat e ral brace arm having an inner e nd e xtending into 

8 on e of the ondo of the rungs of the ladd e r assembly, an out e r end of 

9 the upper lateral brac e arm being mounted on tho - upp e r outboard ra* 4 , - 

10 the inner e nd of the upp e r lat e ral braoo arm b e ing slidably receiv e d in 

11 th e rung for adjusting a lateral spacing botween th e upper outboard 

12 rail and one of th e rails of the ladd e r assembly; 

13 a lower lat e ral brace arm having an inner end e xt e nding into one 

14 of the e nds of the rungs of tho ladder a ss embly, an out e r e nd of th» 

15 lower lateral braoo arm being mounted on tho lower outboard rail, tho 

16 innor ond of the lower lateral braoo arm being slidably received in th e 

17 rung for adjusting a lateral opaoing b e tween th e low e r outboard rail 

18 and one of the rails of tho ladder as se mbly ^ 

19 securing means for roloasably scouring the position of at least 

20 one of tho latoral brac e arms with r e sp e ct to a resp e ctive one of the 

21 rungs of the ladder assembly; and 

22 an outboard e xt e nsion leg having an upper ond alidably insert e d 

23 into the low e r e nd oavity of tho lower outboard rail, the outboard 
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24 oxtonoion log being-ext e ndable from th e low e r outboard rail for 

25 e ngaging th e ground surfaoQu 

26 farther comprising a ladder extending assembly comprising an upper 

27 extension arm mounted on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of 

28 the upper extension arms being extendable from the upper end of one of the 

29 rails, each of the upper extension arms having a lower end slidably inserted 

30 into the end cavity of the rail, each of the upper extension arras being 

31 extendable from the rail for engaging a structure; 

32 wherein each of the rails has an upper cavity extending into the upper 

33 end of the rail, and additionally comprising an upper stabilizer assembly for 

34 stabilizing an upper portion of the ladder assembly with respect to a 

35 structure, the upper stabilizer assembly comprising a pair of outboard 

36 support assemblies with a position of each of the outboard support 

37 assemblies being laterally adjustable with respect to the rails of the ladder 

38 assembly such that a lateral spacing of the pair of outboard support 

39 assemblies is adjustable, wherein each of the outboard support assemblies 



40 comprises: 

41 an upper outboard rail extending substantially parallel to the 

42 rails of the ladder assembly, the upper outboard rail having an upper 

43 end, an upper end cavity extending into the upper end of the upper 

44 outboard rail; 

45 a lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of the 

46 ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the lateral 

47 brace arm being mounted on the outboard rail, the inner end of the 

48 lateral brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting a 

49 lateral spacing between the upper outboard rail and one of the rails of 

50 the ladder assembly; 

51 securing means for releasably securing the position of the lateral 

52 brace arm with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the ladder 

53 assembly; 
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54 an outboard extension arm having a lower end slidably inserted 

55 into the upper end cavity of the upper outboard rail, an upper end of 

56 the outboard extension arm having a contact member mounted thereon, 

57 the outboard extension arm and the contact member being extendable 

58 from the upper outboard rail for engaging the structure; and 

59 a medial stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a middle portion of the 



60 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the medial stabilizer 

61 assembly comprising a pair of outboard steadying assemblies with a position 

62 of each of the outboard steadying assemblies being laterally adjustable with 

63 respect to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the 

64 pair of outboard steadying assemblies is adjustable, wherein each of the 

65 outboard steadying assemblies comprises: 



66 a medial outboard rail extendable substantially parallel to the 

67 rails of the ladder assembly, the medial outboard rail having a lower 

68 end, a lower end cavity extending into the lower end of the medial 

69 outboard rail; 

70 a medial brace arm having an inner end extending into one of the 

71 ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the medial 

72 brace arm being mounted on the outboard rail, the inner end of the 

73 medial brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting a 

74 lateral spacing between the medial outboard rail and one of the rails 

75 of the ladder assembly; 

76 securing means for releasably securing the position of the medial 

77 brace arm with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the ladder 

78 assembly; 

79 an outboard steadying arm having an upper end slidably inserted into 

80 the lower end cavity of the medial outboard rail, the outboard steadying arm 

81 being extendable from the medial outboard rail for engaging the ground 

82 surface. 
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1 12. (Previously presented) The system of claim 3 wherein each of the 

2 outboard foot assemblies comprises: 

3 a lower outboard rail extending substantially parallel to the rails of 

4 the ladder assembly, the lower outboard rail having a lower end, a lower end 

5 cavity extending into the lower end of the lower outboard rail; 

6 an upper lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of 

7 the ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer'end of the upper 

8 lateral brace arm being mounted on the upper outboard rail, the inner end of 

9 the upper lateral brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting 

10 a lateral spacing between the upper outboard rail and one of the rails of the 

11 ladder assembly; 

12 a lower lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of 

13 the ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the lower 

14 lateral brace arm being mounted on the lower outboard rail, the inner end of 

15 the lower lateral brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting 

16 a lateral spacing between the lower outboard rail and one of the rails of the 

17 ladder assembly; 

18 securing means for releasably securing the position of at least one of 

19 the lateral brace arms with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the 

20 ladder assembly; and 

21 an outboard extension leg having an upper end slidably inserted into 

22 the lower end cavity of the lower outboard rail, the outboard extension leg 

23 being extendable from the lower outboard rail for engaging the ground 

24 surface. 
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1 13. (Previously presented) The system of claim 3 wherein each of the 

2 rails has an upper cavity extending into the upper end of the rail, and 

3 additionally comprising an upper stabilizer assembly for stabilizing an 

4 upper portion of the ladder assembly with respect to a structure, the upper 

5 stabilizer assembly comprising a pair of outboard support assemblies with a 

6 position of each of the outboard support assemblies being laterally 

7 adjustable with respect to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral 

8 spacing of the pair of outboard support assemblies is adjustable. 



1 14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 3 wherein the ladder 

2 assembly comprises a scaffold structure with a pair of scaffold supports, 

3 each of the scaffold supports having the pair of rails and the plurality of 

4 rungs, the scaffold structure also including a platform for extending 

5 between the scaffold supports. 

1 15. (Previously presented) The system of claim 3 wherein the ladder 

2 assembly comprises a plurality of ladder sections each having the pair of 

3 rails and the plurality of rungs, each of the plurality of ladder sections 

4 being pivotally mounted to at least one other ladder section. 

1 16. (Previously presented) The system of claim 6 wherein each of the 

2 outboard foot assemblies comprises: 

3 a lower outboard rail extending substantially parallel to the rails of 

4 the ladder assembly, the lower outboard rail having a lower end, a lower end 

5 cavity extending into the lower end of the lower outboard rail; 

6 an upper lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of 



7 the ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the upper 

8 lateral brace arm being mounted on the upper outboard rail, the inner end of 

9 the upper lateral brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting 

10 a lateral spacing between the upper outboard rail and one of the rails of the 

11 ladder assembly; 
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12 a lower lateral brace arm having an inner end extending into one of 

13 the ends of the rungs of the ladder assembly, an outer end of the lower 

14 lateral brace arm being mounted on the lower outboard rail, the inner end of 

15 the lower lateral brace arm being slidably received in the rung for adjusting 

16 a lateral spacing between the lower outboard rail and one of the rails of the 

17 ladder assembly; 

18 securing means for releasably securing the position of at least one of 

19 the lateral brace arms with respect to a respective one of the rungs of the 

20 ladder assembly; and 

21 an outboard extension leg having an upper end slidably inserted into 

22 the lower end cavity of the lower outboard rail, the outboard extension leg 

23 being extendable from the lower outboard rail for engaging the ground 

24 surface. 

1 17. (Previously presented) The system of claim 6 wherein each of the 

2 rails has an upper cavity extending into the upper end of the rail, and 

3 additionally comprising an upper stabilizer assembly for stabilizing an 

4 upper portion of the ladder assembly with respect to a structure, the upper 

5 stabilizer assembly comprising a pair of outboard support assemblies with a 

6 position of each of the outboard support assemblies being laterally 

7 adjustable with respect to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral 

8 spacing of the pair of outboard support assemblies is adjustable. 

1 18. (Previously presented) The system of claim 6 wherein the ladder 

2 assembly comprises a scaffold structure with a pair of scaffold supports, 

3 each of the scaffold supports having the pair of rails and the plurality of 

4 rungs, the scaffold structure also including a platform for extending 

5 between the scaffold supports. 
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1 19. (Previously presented) The system of claim 6 wherein the ladder 

2 assembly comprises a plurality of ladder sections each having the pair of 

3 rails and the plurality of rungs, each of the plurality of ladder sections 

4 being pivotally mounted to at least one other ladder section. 

1 20. (Previously presented) A stabilized ladder system comprising: 

2 a ladder assembly comprising a pair of rails and a plurality of rungs 



3 extending between the rails, each of the rails having an upper end and a 

4 lower end, each of the rails having a lower cavity extending into the lower 

5 end of the rail, each of the rungs having opposite ends and at least one of 

6 the rungs having an end cavity extending into each of the opposite ends of 

7 the rung through the rails; 



8 a ladder extending assembly comprising an upper extension arm 

9 mounted on each of the rails of the ladder assembly, each of the upper 

10 extension arms being extendable from the upper end of one of the rails, each 

11 of the upper extension arms having a lower end slidably inserted into the 

12 end cavity of the rail, each of the upper extension arms being extendable 

13 from the rail for engaging a structure; and 

14 a lower stabilizer assembly for stabilizing a lower portion of the 

15 ladder assembly with respect to a ground surface, the lower stabilizer 

16 assembly comprising a pair of outboard foot assemblies with a position of 

17 each of the outboard foot assemblies being laterally adjustable with respect 

18 to the rails of the ladder assembly such that a lateral spacing of the pair of 

19 outboard foot assemblies is adjustable. 
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